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We’re trying
something new with our “newsletter,” The Cannon,
which has served us well for many seasons, but, like so
many things in life, seemed due for refreshing. So...ta
da! Here is our brand new 4-color bi-annual magazine,
NÉCESSAIRE.

In this premiere issue

, we are happy to
feature stories about art, antiques, historic homes,
gardening, food, fashion, sailing - all subjects we know
you, our members, care deeply about. So, enjoy!

Between 1787 and 1809
Just Between Friends...
Tobin Malone

You will be hearing

lots
more about our plans to create a
ferme ornée - an 18th-century decorated farm intended to instruct and
delight - on the museum’s 13-acre
property in the months to come.
After almost a decade of research, and
just back from our grand tour of
presidential gardens and homes in
Virginia, we are ready to dig in...stay
tuned for breaking news in the spring.

Founding Gardeners

author, Andrea Wulf, pictured above
at right with me at The Strand in
October, kicked things off in style
with her talk, book signing, and
after-party at Fog Bar.

, after our
American Revolution, but in the height of the
Napoleonic Wars, “Le Nécessaire” described an
Officer’s field vanity, or toiletries set. The one pictured
here was a gift from the Marquis de Lafayette to
General Henry Knox as a token of their celebrated
friendship and mutual esteem, and is currently on
display at Knox Museum’s Montpelier.
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K n ox Mu s e u m Tr u s t e e
Holly Boyd Ruffin, second
from right (at right), and husband
Nick, at her right, hosted a dinner
at Rockport Boat Club to honor
George McDaniel, Executive
Director of Charleston, South
Carolina’s renowned Drayton Hall,
who spent several days at Knox
Museum in August, giving a
public presentation in the Oval
Room, and consulting with the
Board of Trustees about issues
of historic preservation and
non-profit sustainability.
At right, clockwise from bottom left, are
Mary Sue McDaniel, George McDaniel,
Knox Museum Executive Director
Tobin Malone, Lorinda Boyd, Board
Co-Chair Bradley Boyd, Trustee Molly
Kellogg, Nick and Holly Ruffin, Board
Co-Chair Patrick Cardon (standing),
and Trustee and Landscape Committee
Liaison, Carol Cardon.

A Revolutionary A
Betsy Henshaw (

), and Molly Kellogg,
-

ning mid-coast Maine’s biggest ticket
annual fundraising event - hosted in
2014 at Rockport’s award-winning Union
Hall, and catered by Anastasia Glassman’s
Swan’s Way. Known for its intimacy and
welcoming ambiance, Knox Museum’s
2014 event was named “the best gala of
the year,” by a guest who attended nine
galas (!) this year. Prior to the dinner,
cocktails were served in the residence.
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The Ebenezer Alden House in
neighboring Union, Maine,
currently for sale, is best known
at Knox Museum as the location
where Henry Knox ingested
the dreaded chicken bone that
ended his life a few days later
on October 25, 1806. Ebenezer
served as finish carpenter at
Montpelier, and he and the General became friends. New Alden
owners will be only the fourth
family since 1797 to live there.
They will have the opportunity
to ‘steward‘ an exceptional place
of beauty and history. For details
visit ebenezeraldenhouse.com.

ONE OF US

Born in Washington, DC, Sissy Yates grew up surrounded by
cultivated, dynamic people. Her mother, Muffie Cabot - a longtime
friend of Knox Museum - served as White House Social Secretary
in the first Reagan administration. Her father was a Washington
Post correspondent. Her sister, It’s Complicated actress Ali Wentworth, is married to George Stephanopoulos, White House Communications Director for President Clinton, and current anchor of
Good Morning America and This Week with George Stephanopoulos..
And her father-in-law was Mike Wallace of 60 Minutes fame.

Sissy worked for The Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York; traveled extensively across America,
Asia, North Africa, and Europe; and launched Sissy
Yates Designs in 2007, creating versatile pieces that
are as equally suited to DC power lunches, as they
are to casual summer galas in coastal Maine.

Sissy shows her collection privately across the country, from Palm Beach to New York, Los Angeles to
Boston. Her jewelry is routinely worn by Hollywood
celebrities, TV personalities, political figures, jour-nalists, and Washington socialites, many of whom like Sissy’s mom, Muffie - summer in Maine.

Sissy lives year-round in Washington,
DC with her husband and their three
children, and is passionate about giving back to her community.
Knox Museum is privileged to host
Sissy Yates Designs summer trunk
shows at Montpelier, to carry several of her pieces in the museum gift
shop, and to be the benefactor of
Sissy generously donating a portion
of the August show’s proceeds to the
museum. Stay tuned for Sissy’s 2015
show date!
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nox Museum proudly set the stage for its second annual
food and wine tasting festival,
, on the
Saturday of Columbus Day weekend, and now plans to make
this popular event a regular offering on this same date each
year.
ot a fundraiser,
is
conceived more as a community service event,
for which Knox Museum rents tents, tables,
linens, and heaters; lines up vendors & other
artisans; publicizes with posters, press releases,
and direct mail; hires a band and a professional
photographer; manages ticket sales; decorates;
rents porta-johns and dumpster; cleans up;
and invites about 500 people to come taste - at
minimal, nearly break-even, cost - some of the
very best food, wine, and brews that mid-coast
Maine has to offer.
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ach year we have been thrilled not only with
the turnout and enthusiasm of the crowd, - not
to mention the deliciousness of the offerings - but
also with the generosity of and collegial
atmosphere created by the chefs, vintners,
growers, and artisans who contribute. Many say
they have realized new business from the event,
and ALL say they enjoyed participating.
A sampling of the many individuals and establishments whose
outstanding creations were enjoyed at 2015’s event include,
from top to bottom: Jessica Shepard’s The Uproot Pie
Company; Annemarie Ahearn’s Salt Water Farm Cafe &
Market; and Laura Cabot Catering.

C

hef Cynthia Gold, (bottom right)
of Boston’s L’Espalier Restaurant,
shared her extraordinary knowledge
of Colonial Cocktails: Tea With a
Twist, in Montpelier’s newest venue,
The Carriage Room. Massachusetts
Society of Cincinnati-funded interns
Wyatt Lafreniere, and Alistair Phaup
(back to camera) helped serve. This
recipe from Chef Gold’s blog, first
concocted at “The Schuykill Fishing
Company,’ the oldest gentlemen’s club
in Philadelphia, and perhaps the oldest social club in the English-speaking
world, is indeed, memorable.

Fish House Punch, c. 1732
1.5 cups superfine sugar
2 quarts water
1 quart lemon juice
2 quarts dark rum
1 quart cognac
4 ounces peach brandy
3 tablespoons full-bodied
Chinese black tea leaves

Bring 1 quart of water to a boil and steep
tea leaves for 5 minutes. Strain and discard leaves. Set tea aside to cool. In a large
bowl, dissolve the sugar in two cups of the
water, and then incorporate the lemon

juice. Add the spirits and the
remaining water and tea to
taste. Place a block of ice into
your bowl and let stand in a
cool place for the flavors to develop for an hour or so before
serving.
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PO Box 326
207.354.8062
www.knoxmuseum.org
The General Henry Knox Museum (dba Knox Museum)
serves to honor the life and times of Henry Knox, and the
heritage of Montpelier.

You are receiving this

HALF-PRICE SALE!
SPECIAL DEAL FOR YOU AND A FRIEND
OR T W O F R I E N D S

premiere edition of
NÉCESSAIRE
either because you are a
current Knox Museum
member, or as a
complimentary gift. If you
would like to continue to
receive this magazine,
please join. And welcome!

2 for 1 holiday sale

Yes! Please start my one-year Knox Museum individual
membership and subscription to NÉCESSAIRE, and enroll and send my friend a FREE
YEAR, OR enroll and send gift memberships & magazines to two of my friends, all for just $25.

_________________________

___________________________

NAME

NAME

_________________________________
Address

____________________________________
Address

_________________________________ ____________________________________
City/State/Zip
City/State/Zip
Payment enclosed Bill me later Include “Gift From” card(s) FMI call 207.354.8062

Membership privileges include twice yearly issues of
NÉCESSAIRE, reduced ticket prices for events, and 10%
discount at the Museum gift shop and at The Thomaston
Cafe. See www.knoxmuseum.org for additional details.

